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SUBJECT: SOWETO STUDENTS JOIN MARCH IN PROTEST AGAINST RENT INCREASES 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 937 

1 . DESPITE MINISTER OF JUSTICE KRUGER'S WARNNG TO STAY OUT OF IT, 

SOWETO STUDENTS HAVE JOINED PROTEST MARCH REJECTING PROPOSED SOWETO 
RENT INCREASES. EARLY REPORTS FROM SOWETO INDICATED THOUSANDS OF 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY STUDENTS MARCHED TO JABULANI STADIUM IN DEEP 
SOWETO (NEAR MORRIS ISACSON HIGH SCHOOL) CARRYING BANNERS AND 
SHOUTING SLOGANS. EYEWITNESSES STATE THAT POLICE ARE OUT IN HEAVY 
NUMBERS, BACKED UP BY 'HIPPO 1 ARMORED VEHICLES. 
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2. MARCH SO FAR IS REPORTED PEACEFUL, WITH POLICE SAID TO BE 
EXERCISING EXTREME CAUTION IN HANDLING CROWDS. ONE REPORT SAYS 
SOWETO POLICE CHIEF VISSER HAS CAUTIONED HIS MEN TO BE EXTREMELY 
PRUDENT IN THE USE OF FORCE. ANOTHER SOURCE HAS STATED POLICE 
ARE DOING ' VERY EFFETIVE" JOB CONTROLLING MARCH AND THIS STANDS 
IN MARKED CONTRAST TO POLICE BEHAVIOR LAST JUNE. THERE HAS BEEN 
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A REPORT OF TEAR GAS BEING USED IN ONE INSTANCE AND WARNING SHOTS FIR 
ED 

OVER CROWD IN ANOTHER, BUT THESE HAVE NOT BEEN CONFIRMED. 

3. IT APPEARS STUDENT MARCH IS PROGRESSING WITHOUT VIOLENCE. 

THERE IS SOME CONCERN, HOWEVER, THAT THERE MAY BE INCIDENTS IF 
CROWD ATTEMPTS TO HOLD MEETING AT STADIUM WHICH HAS BEEN BANNED. 

4. FULLER ANALYSIS OF RENT ISSUE FOLLOWS SEPTEL. 

KIRBY 
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